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Future Farmers of America
Interview Competition
Four students from Hemet High School participated in the Riverside
Future Farmers of America (FFA) Job Interview Contest. In the advanced
category, Mackenzie Lanier placed first, Hailey Monte placed third, and
Joseph Salazar placed sixth; Bekah Becerra placed first in the Novice
category. Both Hailey and Mackenzie will be advancing to the Southern
Region FFA Job Interview Competition in April to compete against students
throughout Southern California.
The FFA Job Interview Competition provides a valuable opportunity for
students to demonstrate the employability skills that they are learning in
their career technical education (CTE) courses at Hemet High. To prepare,
students began by selecting the job they wanted to “apply” for from a list
provided by California FFA with options for each section of agricultural
education. Once they decided on the job, students were requiredto create
a cover letter, resume, and participate in mock interviews.
Unlike past years where students are scored on their paperwork and
interview together, this year there was a “paper cut” where students had
to make it past the first round based on their resumes and cover letters.
All four Hemet High students passed this criterion, and were invited to
their virtual interviews. Students spent countless hours over google
meets practicing mock interview questions, tips on how to answer them,
job appropriate terminology, and much more. By simulating real-world
activities used by employers, the competition tested students’ ability to
perform effectively throughout the employment process.
Hemet High School Agricultural Instructor Cassidy Steenbock was very
proud of the students for their dedication and achievement. “They spent
hours of hard work to get prepared,” she remarked. “They even held virtual
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Future Farmers of America
Interview Competition (Continued)
practices outside of their weekly practices with
myself just to make sure they were going to excel in
competition!”
The initiative demonstrated by the students was
in line with the competition’s objectives. According
to the FFA, the competition is an opportunity for
students to use many leadership skills including
active listening, problem–solving, and decision
making as well as improving their written and oral
communication skills. Additionally, the FFA states
that students who participate in the competition are
more successful in their current search for jobs,
internships, and part-time and full-time employment
in the agriculture industry sector.
Hemet Unified School District is very proud to provide
these opportunities to students through its various
CTE pathways. Congratulations to all of the students
involved and best of luck to Hailey and Mackenzie at
the regional competition this April!

Some of the artwork from the 96 second graders
who participated in Ramona’s Watercolor Lesson

Ramona Elementary
Watercolor Lesson with
Principal Robilotta
On Friday, February 19, 2021, Principal Carol
Robilotta led 96 of Ramona Elementary’s
second grade students in a watercolor
activity to spotlight African American artist,
Alma Thomas, in celebration of Black History
Month.
To facilitate the participation of all students,
Ramona Elementary purchased over 600
watercolor paint sets. Then, the campus
packaged the watercolor sets together
with blue and white construction paper
and distributed the materials to families in
preparation of the lesson.
Principal Robilotta infused art and technology
into the lesson, guiding the students virtually
via her Google classroom. Students were
required to use the chatbox to communicate
as they followed Principal Robilotta stepby-step in creating beautiful watercolor
illustrations. It also was a great way for
students to do art while at home.
Principal Robilotta plans to continue
offering grade-level art projects to Ramona
Elementary’s remaining grades. April will be
a chalk art activity highlighting artist Mary
Cassatt.
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Alder Graduate School
Hemet Unified School District entered into a
three-year partnership with Adler Graduate
School to start a Teacher Residency Program
which will begin in the 2021-2022 school year.
Teacher residents enrolled in the program
will earn a Master of Education and teaching
credential, while getting first-hand experience
working alongside an experienced HUSD
mentor teacher.
Through this partnership, resident teachers
will become fully immersed in The HUSD
Way, Hemet Unified School District’s mission,
vision, core values, and goals. Resident
teachers will be paired with a master teacher
who will train them on the intricacies of
curriculum planning and development,
classroom management, teaching strategies,
instructional methods, and other best
practices. Students who are enrolled in a
class with a resident teacher will benefit from
having an additional support person in class.
After completion of the program, HUSD
will have an opportunity to hire the resident
teachers, creating a pipeline of new,
diversified talent to the district and helping to
fill hard-to-fill vacancies in areas like math,
science, and special education.

Diamond Valley Middle School
Creative Lesson on Fractions
Online learning has been a transition for students
and staff alike. Some students have thrived in the
online learning setting, while others need additional
support from their teachers and other staff members.
Luckily Hemet Unified School District is full of caring
and patient staff that find creative solutions to
learning challenges their students are facing.
During the 2020-2021 school year, we have seen
countless examples of teachers finding innovative
ways to bring lessons alive for their students. One
example happened last month when instructor
Tina Rafferty jumped into action to help a student
struggling to understand equivalent fractions.
Thinking fast, Ms. Rafferty ran to her kitchen and
returned with a tomato, cutting board, and knife. She
then proceeded to slice the tomato into fractions
while she talked the student through the concept.
The student caught on quickly.
Elva Herrera, an Instructional Aide at Diamond
Valley Middle School, witnessed the interaction
and marveled at Ms. Rafferty’s quick thinking,
commenting, “it was such a great thing to do. She
went out of her way to get the student to understand
through a creative, out-of-the-box way.”

Watch the video below to see it for yourself.

Participation in the program will give residents
access to a living stipend, financial aid, and
numerous scholarships. Anyone interested in
applying for the program can contact Natalie
Cooke, Hemet-Adler GSE Talent Specialist.
Natalie Cooke
ncooke@aldergse.edu
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Harmony Elementary Students Benefit From
Friday Fun with the Principals
Harmony Elementary has implemented an exciting,
interactive event called, “Friday Fun with the Principals.”
Friday Fun with the Principals is a weekly opportunity
for fourth and fifth-grade students to spend thirty
minutes virtually with Harmony Elementary’s Principal,
Dr. Teresa McFarland and Assistant Principal, Mr.
Joseph Romero, as positive reward for completing
asynchronous classwork.
On Friday, February 19, 2021, 28 fourth graders and
43 fifth graders earned the opportunity to participate.
The events were hosted at 10:00 a.m. for fourth-grade
students and 12:00 p.m. for fifth-grade students.
Since its first week, the amount of students attending
Friday Fun with Principals has increased by at least 6
students for each grade level.
Friday Fun with the Principals is a fast-paced, 30
minutes event filled with music, games, and interaction.
Some of the activities that students have been able
to take part in have included, freeze dancing, pet
parades, visual memory games, small group chats,
and question games where the principals ask random
questions such as, “What is your favorite part of online
school?” and “What kind of problems do you want to
solve when you are older?” The event has proven to
be a great opportunity to connect with one another
and have a little fun.
The idea for the Friday Fun with the Principals came
during teacher collaboration time, after both the fourth
and fifth-grade teachers discussed their concerns
about students being disengaged or not completing
their asynchronous work. Principal McFarland and
Assistant Principal Romero instantly asked if they could
assist by hosting a positive, fun, interactive reward for
the students. According to Principal McFarland, the
teachers were immediately on board. The parameters
allowed each teacher to ultimately decide the criteria
for their students’ eligibility. To date, all teachers have
consistently used students’ completion of their work
for the week as the criterion for participationinthis
event.
The results have been tremendous! Teachers have
expressed that there has been an uptick in student
HUSD Newsletter
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motivation and eagerness to complete assignments.
Additionally, the event has provided an opportunity for
teachers to work with smaller groups of students for an
extra hour of intervention and/or enrichment.
Principal McFarland has praised the event as a
positive experience for all involved. “Friday Fun with
the Principals has been a great experience for our
students, teachers, and administrators. The student
connection has been invaluable. It has provided a
great boost to our school culture to reconnect with
our students and to help them get through a different
dynamic in their schooling experience.”
Due to the success of Friday Fun with the Principals,
the campus will be making it an ongoing event for the
remainder of the year and ideas about incentives for
K-3 students are already in the works.

Principal Dr. Teresa McFarland and
Assistant Principal, Mr. Joseph Romero
during Friday Fun Wwith the Principals
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Acacia Middle School Social Issue Art Project

Students enrolled in Rachel Blazek’s class at Acacia
Middle School advocated for social justice issues
of their choice through a recent poster art project.
Students researched social issues and then drew a
poster with the end goal of bringing education and
awareness to social justice issues that were important
to the students.
Some of the topics covered were bullying, inequality,
and the environment. Students were responsible for
researching their own topics and completed several
worksheets to help develop their ideas prior to
designing their posters.
“I decided to facilitate this project with my students
because I wanted my art students to build a respectful
relationship with each other and me as the teacher in
the classroom,” shared Rachel Blazek. “I wanted them
to know that I care about them and I care about their
opinions.”

Social justice projects can be challenging because they
take students and teachers outside of their comfort
zones. To be successful, they require an atmosphere
where students feel safe sharing their opinions.
“This was my first time doing this project, and I was
very nervous about the open discussion, but I did a lot
of research and attended several workshops to learn
the best way to facilitate this type of assignment,”
stated Rachel Blazek.
The interdisciplinary nature of the project helped
students make important connections between
history, culture, and economics, while also applying
critical thinking and learning expression through art.
In the end, the project proved to be a very meaningful
experience for all of the students involved.
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THE ARTS ARE ALIVE AT
HEMET UNIFIED
On January 16, 2021, five theatre students from
Western Center Academy won first place at the
California Educational Theatre Association (CETA)
Festival. This annual competition was held in an
online format this year and featured students from
throughout the state. The students entered an original
piece written by Western Center Academy student
Isabella Brown and directed by Jasmine Torres. The
scene featured fellow students Dara Bailey, Genesis
Brillante, and Hanna Snively Folk. Dara Bailey and
Hanna Snively Folk received additional special
recognition for giving the best performances in their
categories.
This was a first attempt for both the playwright,
Isabella Brown, and the director, Jasmine Torres. As
an ensemble, they learned to work together, applying
a collaborative approach to the project. Throughout
the process, the students demonstrated versatility
and critical thinking by adapting their project to meet
the requirements of the festival. Since the festival
is usually in-person, there were some adjustments
made to the lineup. For instance, rather than do
full length plays by region, this year schools could
submit three to eight-minute recorded scenes each in
different categories.
“With so many good ideas, getting the running time
low enough while still telling a cohesive story was a
real challenge,” shared instructor Joshua Brady. “One
of the actresses had to convey two characters. All
three performers had to adjust from acting on stage
to learning camera acting techniques, which can be a
very difficult transition for actors.”
“There have been two major virtual theatre festivals
in California this year. We are the only school who
took first place in both of them,” stated instructor
Joshua Brady, English/Theatre teacher at Western
Center Academy.
Under the direction of Joshua Brady, students also
competed in the Drama Teachers Association of
Southern California’s (DTASC) Fall festival. 2020
marked DTASC’s 100th year as an organization,
celebrating their long tradition in Southern California
HUSD Newsletter
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Students Dara Bailey, Genesis Brillante,
and Hanna Snively Folk perform at the
California Educational Theatere
Association Festival.

and distinguished list of alumni, including Cuba
Gooding, Jr. and America Ferrera. At the Fall festival,
students won first place in the Junior Varsity (JV)
category for Small Group Comedy and received two
fifth place finishes for Varsity, one in Original Work
and the other for Small Group Comedy.
While classes in the Arts, Media and Design industry
sector have looked a little different this year, Brady’s
students continue to adapt and excel with plans to
compete in DTASC’s Shakespeare festival this spring.
To view the students’ original first place entry for the
CETA festival, please visit the link below.

https://youtu.be/8VgZNRuIFbk

Page | 7

HEMET UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
FEBRUARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Click Here to Watch the Video!

Alessandro High School

Tahquitz High School

Student: Jasmine Ramirez
Teacher: Ken Messenger

Student: Ariel Sum
Teacher: Stacy Haar

Hamilton High School

West Valley High School

Student: Lily Clarke
Teacher: Preston Brimhall

Student: Paola Barrera Elizalde
Teacher: Ed Aguiar

Hemet High School
Student: Marcos Quintero
Counselor: Dawn Sonnier

Read Student of the Month feature
article in The Hemet & San Jacinto
Chronicle.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!
HUSDNewsletter
Newsletter
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PLUS Podcast

Podcast

On February 3, 2021, the Hemet Unified School District
Peer Leaders Uniting Students (PLUS) team launched
a new podcast. The first episode covers self-care
and mindfulness and was launched to help increase
district-wide student engagement and support. The
PLUS team consists of eleven student representatives
from HUSD high schools, supported by PLUS advisors
from Hamilton High School, Hemet High School, West
Valley High School, and Tahquitz High School.
The PLUS team chose self-care and mindfulness
as the topic for their first episode after a survey
revealed a high level of interest among students.
During the episode, students lead listeners through
several segments, including an informational piece on
mindfulness, a breathing activity, a video lesson about
self-compassion, and a group activity about joy.
Students also shared research-based ideas on how
they personally practice mindfulness, including going
for a walk to reduce stress levels, listening to music
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for relaxation, and practicing breathing exercises to
decrease anxiety levels.
Sophia Tilley, 12th grade student at Hemet High
School shared this about her experience, “It served
as a reminder not only for the audience watching,
but for myself, especially with school being online,
and just sitting down looking at a computer all day…
I said, ‘Hey, your mental health is just as important as
everything else.’”
The podcast created a unique opportunity for students
district-wide to hear peers who may be facing similar
challenges related to mental health and wellness. The
HUSD PLUS team has been meeting since last Fall
and looks forward to hosting future episodes on topics
that are relevant and engaging to students.

View the PLUS Podcast.
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2020-2021
PLUS District Team Roster
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Students from Hemet HS Compete in
Cybersecurity Competition

On January 23, 2021, students enrolled in Cybersecurity
at Hemet High School finished in the gold and silver
tiers at the Air Force Association’s Cyberpatriot state
competition. Over 3,000 students from across the
nation competed in CyberPatriot, the National Youth
Cyber Education Program created by the Air Force
Association to inspire K-12 students toward careers in
cybersecurity or other science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) disciplines.
During the competition, Hemet High School students
were grouped into two teams, The Cybears and the
Stop Cyber Boolean. Both teams were sent to virtual
breakout rooms where they were tasked with identifying
and fixing vulnerabilities in Windows, Windows Server,
and Ubuntu or Debian images. The images were selfgraded, alerting students each time they did something
right or wrong. As a part of the competition, students
also completed a packet tracing exercise and quiz that
was scored by Cisco. The Cybears team finished in the
gold tier and included students Nahum Pina, James
Simon, Salem Walsh, and Miranda Martinez. Stop
Cyber Boolean finished in the silver tier and included
students Mckenna Galetta, Robert Novarro, Andrew
Bonano, Trevor Castetter, Conner Lugo, and Chayton
Helms.
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“Students prepared by meeting Thursday mornings,
studying on their own, and giving up six hours every
Saturday of practice and competition! It has been a
great extracurricular activity during these challenging
times,” stated Hemet High School’s cybersecurity
instructor and club coach, James Walsh.
The competition gave the students an opportunity to
test the skills that they have been learning in class and
participate in an activity that was both engaging and
relevant. The job outlook for careers in cybersecurity
remains high, with California market and labor statistics
trends showing a 28.4% job growth for information
security analysts through 2026. Opportunities to
compete in events like the Air Force Association’s
Cyberpatriot are a perfect match for hands-on, real
world experience.
Congratulations to Cybears and Stop Cyber Boolean
for their gold and silver placement in the Air Force
Association’s Cyberpatriot state competition!
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HEMET UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD RECOGNITION AWARD

Trustee Stacey Bailey, on behalf of the Hemet Unified School District
Governing Board, recognized Juan Sandoval, Plant Manager at West
Valley High School.
The Governing Board of the Hemet Unified School District, on nomination
by Trustee Stacey Bailey, has selected Juan Sandoval, Plant Manager at
West Valley High School, as the February recipient of the Governing Board
Recognition and Award.

Juan Sandoval, West Valley HS

MEET OUR BOARD
Stacey Bailey
President

Vic Scavarda
Vice President
Sumanta
Chaudhuri-Saini
Board Member
Rob Davis
Board Member

Megan Haley
Board Member

Patrick Searl
Board Member

Mr. Sandoval came to Hemet Unified in November 2014 as a Classified
Substitute. In February 2015, Juan became a member of the Mustang
team serving as a Custodian. He was promoted to Facilities Custodian/
Groundskeeper and then promoted again to Plant Manager in February
2020 where he currently serves on the Mustang management team.
Mr. Sandoval is an asset to West Valley High School. He provides pivotal
support to every event and activity that happens on our campus. Juan takes
great pride in the aesthetics of West Valley High School and is a respected
leader on campus. Juan is also committed to students’ success as the
varsity baseball coach. He embraces the true meaning of a student athlete
by making sure his team is academically successful and committed to
their role as leaders on campus and in the community. Juan also strives to
maintain professional relationships in order to continue progress towards his
program’s vision. One of the most important qualities that Juan possesses
is his people skills. Co-workers, students and community members have
nothing but positive comments regarding their interactions with him. He is
dedicated to the betterment of the school as a whole in everything he does.
He sets goals for himself that facilitate continued growth. He takes pride in
the work he is tasked to do and while an extremely effective leader, he is
humble and thankful for the people he supports, giving them the credit for
the team/school success. Juan is a person of integrity and always willing
to go above and beyond to assist everyone on campus. Principal Shannyn
Cahoon states, “Working alongside Juan has been both an honor and a
privilege”.
For outstanding performance, professionalism and loyalty to the Hemet
Unified School District, Trustee Stacey Bailey presented Juan Sandoval
with the Governing Board Recognition of Excellence Award and a $500
certificate to be used toward the District program of his choice.

Horacio Valenzuela
Board Memberr
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